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Week 5 Discussion 2: Inductive and Deductive Analysis and Code Development
Inductive and deductive approaches are two of the main techniques used in analyzing qualitative research studies. From an inductive point of view, one begins by gathering the appropriate information from the selected sources (De Carlo, 2018). On gathering a sufficient amount of information, one then evaluates it to identify any correlations or associations together with the possible explanations for these correlations (De Carlo, 2018). Conclusions or assumptions are then made from these explanations. Conversely, a deductive perspective begins from these assumptions that have been suggested or confirmed by previous studies (De Carlo, 2018). Subsequently, these assumptions are analyzed to create possible correlations or associations, after which the analyst tries to confirm whether these correlations conform to the reality in the context of the research (De Carlo, 2018). Consequently, inductive and deductive approaches to analysis mainly differ based on what is analyzed. While the inductive analyst focuses on analyzing the information gathered without any preconceptions in mind, the deductive analyst has one or several preconceptions in mind, which he then analyzes (Armat et al., 2018).
Additionally, the literature is reviewed in inductive studies to provide more information about the research topic on which information will be gathered, while the literature review in deductive studies mainly provides more information about the assumptions to be tested (Soiferman, 2010). Since code development entails placing information into different categories to enhance analysis, inductive and deductive methods differ firstly based on the information that is coded. Furthermore, when using the inductive perspective, coding is approached using a system that is specific to that particular study to arrange the information gathered during the research (Soiferman, 2010). Conversely, the deductive approach entails creating a coding system used in previous researches (Soiferman, 2010). Therefore, the inductive approach is important when creating an explanation for an unknown phenomenon, while the deductive approach is important when confirming particular explanations for a phenomenon. As such, the deductive approach can be used in scientific investigations, while the inductive approach can be used in theoretical investigations (De Carlo, 2018). Nonetheless, both approaches can be used in the same research based on the aims of the researcher. For instance, researchers can include an inductive aspect in collecting data and analyzing it to identify correlations, after which they can compare these correlations to particular assumptions used from previous researches to determine whether they are true (De Carlo, 2018). Therefore, the two approaches can complement each other.
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